NOTE: This is a progress report and, therefore, is not necessarily conclusive. Further data may result in conclusions somewhat different from those reported here. An experiment looking at rates of sulfur fertilization on corn and soybeans was started at Doon. Sulfur effects on grain yield and grain quality is being studied. We now have a long-term nitrogen study. Continuous corn and a corn-soybean rotation are the cropping systems. Varying rates of nitrogen fertilizer will be applied to the corn. This study will produce valuable data for many years.
Activities at Northwest Research Farms
In an effort to expand our forage area, an experiment comparing annual ryegrass and perennial ryegrass has begun. We hope this project will be part of our 2001 forage field day.
The farm's first organic farming study began in 2000. A three-year rotation of corn-soybeans-oats with legume under seeding and a four-year rotation of corn-soybeans-oats-legume were established. Red clover and alfalfa are the legumes. Next year varying rates of composted swine manure will be applied prior to corn planting. This experiment is designed to find the combination of legume and compost rate in each rotation that best meets the nitrogen needs of the corn plant.
Because of increasing interest, we established an area of wildflowers. Our goal is to focus on those flowers native to northwest Iowa.
Each year northwest Iowa increases its capacity to generate electricity from the wind. We have added a small wind generator and solar powered photovoltaic array. This project will produce a database for small scale, renewable energy.
